EARLY PLANNING FOR A PROJECT WHICH MIGHT

INVOLVE THE USE OF ANIMALS

Scientists using animals in scientific procedures have an ethical and legal obligation to ensure that the Three Rs,
namely Reduction, Refinement and Replacement, are implemented wherever possible. This strategy was
designed by the Focus on Alternatives! group to help scientists meet this obligation. The strategy should be

applied at the beginning of a project, and at regular intervals throughout. Advice should be sought from the
Ethical Review Process and Home Office Inspectorate.

PROJECT WHICH MIGHT INVOLVE USE OF LIVING ANIMALS

DEFINE RESEARCH OB

JECTIVES CAREFULLY

LITERATURE SEARCHES OF SUBJECT-
SPECIFIC DATABASES (CONSULT
INFORMATION PROFESSIONAL)

v TO AVOID DUPLICATION
v TO IDENTIFY ALL POSSIBLE APPROACHES

GATHER INFORMATION

SEARCHES OF SPECIALISED THREE
Rs RESOURCES
(CONSULT INFORMATION
PROFESSIONAL)

v WEBSITES
v INTERNET DISCUSSION GROUPS AND

CONTACT INDIVIDUALS WITH
RELEVANT EXPERTISE

v IN THE THREE Rs
v IN NEW TECHNIQUES

MAILING LISTS
v DATABASES

Specialised resources are listed in the Guide to
Searching for Alternatives to the Use of
Laboratory Animals (http://www.frame.org.uk).

IS THE PROJECT STILL RELEVANT AND NECESSARY?

NO ~|  RETHINK

CAN IT BE DONE ENTIRELY WITHOUT LIVING ANIMALS?

YES

GO AHEAD. PUBLISH DATA HIGH-
LIGHTING THREE Rs ASPECTS
(e.g. IN KEYWORDS, ABSTRACT &
MATERIALS AND METHODS)

YES

CAN A PILOT STUDY OR OTHER PART
OF THE STUDY BE DONE WITHOUT
LIVING ANIMALS?

IMPLEMENT REDUCTION AND REFINEMENT
METHODS (e.g. STRAIN, NUMBERS, SOURCE, NO
TECHNIQUE, HUSBANDRY)

"Membership of the Focus on Alternatives committee includes the Dr Hadwen Trust, FRAME, The Humane Research Trust, The
Lord Dowding Fund, RSPCA, St Andrew Animal Fund and UFAW. Copies of the poster are obtainable from FRAME, 96-98 North
Sherwood Street, Nottingham, NG1 4EE. Tel: 0115 958 4740. Fax: 0115 950 3570. E-mail frame@frame.org.uk.



